No Man Is An Island
“For none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to himself”
(Romans 14:7). Jesus taught, This passage directs our thinking toward
the thought that there are some things that we cannot do by ourselves!
“How then shall they call on him in whom they have not
believed? And how shall they believe in him of whom they have not
heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher?” (Romans
10:14). In another place we also learn, “For we are labourers together
with God: ye are God’s husbandry, ye are God’s building” (1 Corinthians 3:9). The preposition in the original language expresses the
joint labor of teachers one with another as oxen in the same yoke.
These teachers are under the direction of God, under His employment. Each of these workers performs that which is indispensable to
the end of glorifying God. One of the workers is laying the foundation
and another is building thereon. One can not work by himself and get
the work done. It takes both teachers. It takes both workers to get the
job done.
The problem at Corinth was that some were following only
one teacher. Some were following Paul. Some were following Apollos. Some were following Cephas, while others were following Christ
(1 Corinthians 1:11). Yet each of these teachers played a part in the
educations of these Christians. Each one of these teachers had added
their part to the building up of the church. Understand that none was
working all by himself, they were working together!
Paul said, “For while one saith, I am of Paul; and another, I am of
Apollos; are ye not carnal? Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but
ministers by whom ye believed, even as the Lord gave to every man?
I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase. So then
neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but God
that giveth the increase. Now he that planteth and he that watereth are
one: and every man shall receive his own reward according to his
own labour” (1 Corinthians 3:4-7). We are to be doing our work, but
our work should be in conjunction with the work of others. The workers were cooperating and working for the common goal of bringing
others to Christ.
While constructing any building a person cannot do all of the
work by themselves. Think about trying to hold a board in place and
then trying to nail it at the same time. Try holding a bolt on one side
of the building and screwing a nut on that bolt on the other side of the
building. A person cannot do it. People need to work together to get
the building constructed.

Paul uses the illustration of a building many times to refer to the
church. In 1 Corinthians 3 two time reference is made to the church
and a building (verses 3 and 16). In the book of Ephesians Paul uses a
building to illustrate how the church is to function. “Now therefore ye
are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the
saints, and of the household of God; And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief
corner stone; In whom all the building fitly framed together growth
unto an holy temple in the Lord: In whom ye are also are builded
together for an habitation of God through the Spirit” (Ephesians
2:19-22).
We need to be helping each other. We need to be supporting
each other when one of us is weak. We need to be holding one another
up when the way grow weary. But if a person decides that they do not
need any help they are setting themselves up for failure. Let us work
together. Let us get into the harness and pull together to get the work
done and obtain the goal of heaven. Love Keith

EXCITING NEWS!
Youth Meeting Today
After Worship
Parents Please Stay
WEEKLY EMAIL UPDATES
Every week Amy Hill sends out emails of the latest news and upcoming events
here at Monroe. If you are NOT receiving these emails but would like to please
EMAIL Amy so she can get you on the current list. Her email is:
amy30655@hotmail.com
BULLETIN INFORMATION
If there is something that needs to be put in the bulletin please email Crissy at
trudyblue1@yahoo.com. Please get this info to her before Thursday evening.
You can also text her with info at 706-206-8514

